








= three months the time limit for our 
aim, “The Five-Year Plan in Four 
Years,” will end. 

The capitalist newspapers have al- 
ready started a campaign predicting the 
failure of the Plan, writing long stories 
about shortage of food, revolts of the 
peasants, breakdown of production in 


the new plants, etc. 


Let us, right at the start, put these 
gentlemen in their places. The Five- 
Year Plan is not a set of fixed, immu- 
table figures kept in an iron box. It is 
a living thing, constantly being adapted 
and revised according to circumstances. 
Therefore any attempt (even well-in- 
tentioned) to compare the achievements 
in the separate branches of industry, 
agriculture and the cultural level with 
the figures drafted four years ago will 
result in a very uneven picture. In some 
sections the old original plan will be 
enormously overfulfilled, in others un- 
derfulfilled. And the capitalist press, 
of course, will take only the sections of 
underfulfillment and present them as 
“proof” of the failure of the whole 
Plan. 


What have been the main happenings 
causing revisions of the Plan? 


First, is the rapid development of col- 
lective farming. The original Plan en- 
visaged that one-fifth of the peasants 
would be in collective farms by the end 
of the five years. Actually there were 
more than three-fifths by the end of 
three years. This meant that the Plan 
for certain industries had also to be re- 
vised. For instance, there had to be a 
greater and more rapid increase in the 
number of tractors and agricultural 
machines generally. Not only 1s the 
Plan for these already surpassed, but 
the U.S.S.R. is now turning out more 
agricultural machinery than any coun- 
try in the world. In addition, some 


3,000 machine and tractor stations have 





THE FIVE YEAR PLAN WINS 


By LEO CONDON, Moscow 


had to be organized. These were not 
even contemplated in the original Plan. 


Moreover, the rapid growth of col- 
lective farms, sometimes accompanied 
by excesses, led in 1929 to a wholesale 
slaughter of farm animals by rich peas- 
ants (kulaks). This seriously de- 
pleted livestock and made it necessary 
for the State to build extra reserves 
for replacement. Result, the State 
Farms had surpassed the whole origi- 
nal Plan by the end of last year. 


These changes have meant that the 
sum invested in agriculture is 156 per 
cent of the amount originally planned. 
These investments however have been 
made only recently and cannot, this 
year, overcome all the dislocation caused 
by the unexpected rapidity with which 
peasants have joined the collectives. 
The drought of 1931 is another factor. 
As a result the grain crop will, at the 
moment of writing, fulfil only 95 per 
cent of the original Plan. 


Other crops—sugar, flax, cotton, to- 
bacco, etc., have surpassed their esti- 
mates. 


Second, there is the great influx of 
workers into industry. The original 
Plan provided for four million indus- 
trial workers. This year the number is 
over six millions. Altogether the orig- 
inal Plan called for 15,800,000 work- 
ers of all kinds. There are already 
21,000,000. This great overfulfillment 
of the Plan has required greater ex- 
penditure on wages, housing, social in- 
surance, and food supply. 


Third, the world crisis has required 
a revision of some aspects of the Plan— 
not downward, but upward. Receiving 
a smaller payment for its exports the 
Soviet Union has not been able to buy 
so much machinery or employ so many 
experts from abroad, but has had to 
start manufacturing this machinery and 
training more skilled workers. So that 
in these two items the original Plan has 
long been surpassed. 


Fourth, it has been necessary to make 
good the sabotage that went on in in- 


dustry until 1930, when the leaders of 
the Industrial Party were rounded up 
and tried. This sabotage was particu- 
larly vicious in the coal and metal in- 
dustries. The original Plan for coal, 
for instance, specified far too small an 
output in the early period (the idea of 
the wreckers being to keep industry 
short of fuel) and too much in the later 
years. 


Fifth, is the war situation. Not only 
did the defense of the Far East in 1929 
require special resources, but the pres- 
ent situation requires even greater pre- 
cautions. Some day the full story of 
Japan’s “adventure” in the Far East 
will be told. 

These are the main causes for revi- 
sions in the original Plan. With such 
tremendous overfulfillment in agricul- 
ture, machine-building, technical train- 
ing, etc., it is only natural that other 
sections should be proportionately re- 
duced. But in fact there has not been 
any proportionate reduction. Light in- 
dustry and metallurgy are, in four 
years, only a little behind the Plan set 


for five years; while such important ° 


industries as the oil and electrical in- 
dustries overcame their handicaps and 
finished their quotas in less than three 
vears. 

The difficulties of the present year, 
the final vear of the Five-Year Plan, 
are not minimized in the Soviet press. 
Pravda, Isvestia, and the other Soviet 
papers point out numerous shortcom- 
ings in industrial plants and on the 
farms. This factory or that has fallen 
short of its quota; some mines are not 
turning out as much coal as they should ; 
certain sections of the country, like the 
Ukraine, are behind in harvesting the 
crops. The capitalist and socialist press 
pounce on these shortcomings and 
write long editorials saying that there 
is a wholesale food shortage in the So- 
viet Union, that Socialist planning has 
failed. The wish is father to the 
thought. There are instances of short- 
ages of food and consumers’ goods and 
of factories that are behind on their 

(Continued on page 14) 





Albert Coates, director of symphonic music in the Soviet Union and Emma Redell, American 


dramatic soprano, who will sail in December for a tour of the Soviet Union. 


On November 


29th Emma Redell will give a recital at Carnegie Hall for the benefit of SOVIET RUSSIA 
TODAY. Albert Coates says that Emma Redell possesses the ‘most beautiful voice of the 


century.” 


This will be your last chance to hear this operatic star. 





Our Cover Photo: 


A veteran Shock Brigader at the Stalingrad tractor plant. 


Margaret Bourke White photo. 
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By N. MIKHAILOV 


Shock Brigader in the Hammer and Sickle Metal Works, Moscow 


HERE were altogether too many 

workers in our shop who went “on 
the sick list” with great frequency. 
Some of them showed great ingenuity 
in finding excuses to get a holiday. The 
worst offender was Babaikov, who had 
been absent from work 100 days in six 
months. 

There were other difficulties in our 
shop—drunkenness and inefficiency. The 
productivity of labor fell. During the 
first quarter of the year, we fulfilled 
only 94 per cent of the Plan. 

Something had to be done. Fifteen 
of the best workers in the shop met with 
representatives of the administration 
and were appointed as a staff committee. 
We drew up an organizational plan to 
get rid of our defects by means of So- 
cialist competition; to improve labor 
discipline; to exchange specialists with 
other steel mills. 

The workers were organized into 20 


brigades, led by the most responsible 
and skilled workers. The idea of So- 
cialist competition took hold. Each 
brigade wanted to make the best record, 
and those who were slow or who turned 
out bad work felt ashamed and worked 
like the devil to improve. Almost im- 
mediately the number of absentees de- 
creased. 


True heroes of labor began to emerge 
and to assume leadership in Socialist 
competition. One was Gladyshev. He 
had worked in the plant ten years be- 
fore the Revolution. He had spent 
thousands of hours at the furnaces. He 
had carried hundreds of tons of blue 
metal in his powerful hands. During 
the dangerous days of civil war he had 
been kept in the stockades for eleven 
months by Denikin. In 1922, the regi- 
ment returned to Moscow, and he went 
back to the sheet rolling shop and be- 
gan to repair the machinery in the fac- 


tory which now belonged ‘to 
the workers. 

Gladyshev’s enthusiasm was 
contagious. On the very first 
week of Socialist competition, 
his brigade exceeded the quota 
and set the pace for the other 
brigades. 

One day he paused for a 
smoke. But he saw that the man 
who took his place was having 
some difficulty. He threw away 
his cigarette with a sigh, and ran 
back to the job. “You are just 
wasting time,” he said. The bri- 
gaders grinned. The ingots of 
metal glowed brighter ; the shafts 
thundered. “Gladyshev’s at it 
again,” said the other workers. 
“Savelyev’s brigade is ahead of 
us,” shouted Gladyshev. “Come 
on, let’s go!’ Gladyshev was al- 
ways ready to do any job—in 
Socialist competition party mem- 
bers must always be at the front 
to set an example. 








The keenest competition was 
between Gladyshev’s brigade and 
the one led by Savelyev. First 
one and then the other would 
take first place in the record of 
production posted at the end of 
each week on the bulletin board. 
The individual heroes of labor 
who made the best records were: 
Ivanov, Rudnev, Denisov, Ser- 
yezha, Duplishev, and Bykovsky. 
(Shown in photo with the fore- 
man, Monger.) Some of them 
had previously been absent from 
work quite often on account of 
“sickness” or drunkenness. 

Many slackers and malinger- 
ers, Babaikov, for one, became 
real industrial heroes. At the 
end of the economic year, all the 
workers gathered together between 
shifts, to’ have an accounting, to heat 
facts and figures. We learned that 
we had fulfilled the program by 
103%. Bykovsky’s brigade had an 
average of 122%; Gladyshev’s an 
average of 129%; but Savelyev’s 
had won, establishing a record output 
of 144%. The number of absentees had 
dropped over 50%; the percentage of 
high grade material produced increased 
from 51 to 72% 

Our shop—the shop of slackers and 
malingerers—had made the best record 
in the entire plant. We were awarded 
the Red Banner of Honor; and believe 
me, we were proud of it! 

(Continued on page 15) 





F. S. U. pamphlet Who Are the Friends 
of the Soviet Union first edition of 10,000 
sold out in two weeks. Second edition is 


being printed. File your orders at once. 
75e per hundred. 
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The Editors of SOVIET RUSSIA 
‘ TODAY wrote to the Presidential 
Candidates of the Republican, Demo- 
cratic, Socialist and Communist 
Parties, asking them to give our 
readers a statement of their attitude 
towards the Soviet Union, including 
their position on the question of 
recognition. 
We reprint the replies received: 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 
Editor, Soviet Russia Topay, 
Sir: 

In reply to your letter of August 19, 
1932, addressed to the President, you 
are informed that it is not the practice 
of the President to issue statements of 
the character requested for the purpose 
indicated. 


Very truly yours, 
For the Secretary of State: 


JAMES GRAFTON ROGERs, 
Assistant Secretary. 


Dear Sir: 

I am sorry to say that I cannot com- 
ply with your request to give you a defi- 
nite statement as to my attitude toward 
the recognition of Russia. 

You must realize that as Governor of 
New York I have had to give my entire 
attention for the last three years to 
state matters. I recognize that there is 
a vast quantity of material on the Rus- 
sian situation to which I have not had 
access, and over which I should not 
now be justified in studying. 

I can only assure you that if I should 
be elected I would make it a point to 
inform myself as to the different angles 
of this question and to reach the best 
decision within my power. 

Yours very sincerely, 
FRANKLIN D. ROoosEveEct. 


LEAGUE FOR INDUSTRIAL DEMOCRACY 
112 East 19th Street 
New York City 
Gentlemen : 

There is no mystery about my atti- 
tude toward Soviet Russia. I advo- 
cated recognition of Soviet Russia be- 
fore the Armistice was signed. I have 
advocated it steadily ever since. The 
Socialist Party has always stood for rec- 
ognition of Russia and free and untram- 
elled trade with Russia. I believe this 
a condition of any reasonable hope of 
world peace. For the rest I am in ac- 
cord with the resolution adopted by the 
Socialist Party Convention on Russia. 
I believe the Russian Revolution one of 
the landmarks of history and the pres- 


LETTERS FROM PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES 


Should Friends of the Soviet Union vote Republican, Democratic, Socialist or Communist? 


ent great Russian experiment one of the 
hopeful things in the life of mankind. 
| think, however, that there are certain 
unsolved problems in Russia which de- 
mand carfeul attention and I am quite 
sure that it is a very serious mistake 
to insist that Russian methods can and 
must be transferred wholesale to Amer- 
ican conditions. 
Sincerely yours, 
NoRMAN THOMAS. 


Dear Comrades! 

The Communist Party _ platform, 
upon which I stand, says that ‘The So- 
viet Union stands out as proof that the 
workers can rule, not only in their own 
interest, but in the interest of all those 
who are oppressed by Capitalism.” 

In appealing to the Friends of the 
Soviet Union to 
want to make it clear that the workers’ 
fight for better conditions in the United 
States is closely linked with the fight 
against war, for recognition and the de- 
fense of the Soviet Union. Our fight 
here is a fight which the Soviet workers 
have won; their victory is realized in 
the abolition of unemployment, in social 
insurance, removing fear and insecurity, 
in the rapid rise of the material and 
cultural level of all the races that com- 
pose the Soviet Union, in the successful 
laying of the foundation of a classless 
society, in which exploitation and op- 
pression, poverty and war will be utter- 
ly unknown 

A voie for Hoover and Roosevelt is 
obviously a vote to perpetuate the Capi- 
talist system, which rests on exploita- 
tion, terror and starvation. The differ- 
ences between these two major parties 
of Capitalists are insignificant. Both 
express the interests of the boss class. 
Thev are alike in their hatred of the 
Soviet Government and their support of 
war preparations. Hoover's party con- 
trols the Executive branch of the gov- 
ernment; Roosevelt's party controls the 
Legislative branch. They share equally 
the responsibility for the failure to pro- 
vide relief to the unemployed millions, 
the responsibility for all the anti-work- 
ing class and anti-Soviet policies of the 
United States government. 

Many workers will vote for Thomas, 
honestly believing that they vote for 
Socialism. The whole record of the So- 
cialist Party in the United States, like 
that of the Second International, shows 
that it is a disguised third party of 
Capitalism, lending covert and objective 
support to the enemies of the Soviet 
Union. No one should be fooled by its 
radical phrases, its lip-service to Social- 


vote Communist, I| . 


ism. The Socialist Party does not lead 
workers in militant struggles—it only 
verbally opposes Capitalism. Its hum- 
bug pacifism actually helps the war 
mongers by spreading dangerous illu- 
sions, and hindering organizations of 
militant opposition to imperialism and 
war. The S. P. and the Second Inter- 
national attempted to sabotage the re- 
cent International Anti-War Congress, 
despite the hundreds of rank and _ file 
S. P. delegates who participated in it. 

The Socialist Party platform openly 
admits that “the Socialist Party does 
not endorse all policies of the Soviet 
government.” The columns of the Vew 
Leader and the Forward are filled with 
lies about “forced labor in the Soviet 
Union, persecution, the shooting of 
peasants, riots in the Red Army,” and 
other slanderous stories, originating in 
the lie factories of Riga, Paris 
Berlin. 

Hillquit, attorney for the Oil Imperi- 
alists seeking to grab the Baku oil fields, 
stated in February, 1928, that “the So- 
viet government has been the greatest 
disaster that has occurred to the Social- 
ist movement. The experiment has al- 
ready failed.” 


and 


The New York Forward on May 25, 
1932, stated that at the S. P. Conven- 
tion, Norman Thomas demanded that 
Soviet Russia “free its political prison- 
ers and restore freedom to the Russian 
people, because the Bolshevist regime 
is a regime of despotism and terror.” 
Socialist “leaders” demand 
for counter - revolutionists 
Guards to carry on their 
anti-Soviet activities, both inside and 
outside of the Soviet borders. They 
collaborate closely with the racketeering 


These 
“freedom” 


and White 


and reactionary A. l.of L. officials. while 


in Milwaukee and Reading, Socialist 
officials have used the police to terrorize 
jobless workers, just as the Republican 
and Democratic mayors of other Amer- 
ican cities. The S. P. is against equal 
rights for Negroes, just as are the Re 
publican and Democratic parties. 

The Communist Party alone, among 
political parties, stands without hesita- 
tion or equivocation for the support of 
the Soviet government, for the solidarity 
of workers and farmers in capitalist and 
colonial countries, with the workers and 
peasants in the Soviet Union. <A vote 
for the Communist Party is a vote 
against war, a vote for the revolutionary 
way out of the crisis, a vote for a work- 
ers’ and farmers’ government in the 
United States, and a vote for the sup- 
port and defense of the Soviet Union. 

Witiiam Z. Foster. 
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Magnitogorsk 


(from Magnitogorsk: Epic of Soviet 
Labor. by Miles M. Sherover, Current 
History, July) 


AGNITOGORSK is _ essentially 

the creation of the Soviet youth; 
60 per cent of the workers at Magnito- 
gorsk are under 24 years of age. The 
consomols, Russia’s Communist youth. 
have adopted Magnitogorsk as their own 
project and supply most of the Udarnik, 
or shock brigades, in the industrial 
struggle for the steel plant. Their 
battle cry is “Give the country iron.” 
Under a_ rigorous’ self-imposed 
discipline these young workers have 
helped largely to overcome many 


difficult 


construction problems. 

The fighting spirit of the young 
Communists communicated itself to the 
office and technical personnel. Book- 
keepers, stenographers, supply clerks, 
teachers, cooks, waitresses, all craved the 
satisfaction of taking actual part in the 
construction. These employes, of whom 
there are over 2,000, volunteered to 
work on their rest days in organized 
brigades of subbotniks, or “Sabbath” 
workers, unloading bricks from rail- 
road cars, piling lumber or doing plain 
pick and shovel work. 

Jacob Gugel, who is in complete 
charge of all construction work at Mag- 
nitogorsk, and who is to head the 
metallurgical combine when it is com- 





pleted, is a man of 35 with nothing 
more than a common school education. 
He was a mechanic in one of the Don- 
bas metallurgical plants at the time of 
the civil war when Denikin was ravag- 
ing the Ukraine, and when peace was 
restored he became interested in re- 
establishing production in the ruined 
plant where he had been engaged. He 
was elected foreman by his fellow- 
workers and, as soon as his talents for 
organization and management were rec 
ognized by the directors, he was ap- 
pointed superintendent of the plant. 
Within a few years he became the di- 
rector of the All-Union Steel Trust, the 
governing body of the Soviet steel in 
dustry. 





Anti-War Congress 


HE Soviet Delegates to the Interna- 

tional Anti-War Congress, recently 
held in Amsterdam, were not admitted 
by the Dutch government. 

Maxim Gorky. who headed the Soviet 
delegation sent a ringing appeal to the 
Congress, which said in part: 

“T greet you and would be happy to 
believe that this protest of yours may 
stop the evil will of the foes of human- 
itv. for they are again planning an in- 
ternational war. 

“What do the captains of industry 
expect to derive from a world war? 
They imagine that the war will help 
them find an outlet from the economic 
crisis which was created by anarchy in 
production and the idiotic passions for 
aggrandizement. 

“It is a well known fact that the 
hatred of the imperialists is directed 
against the Soviet Union. It is also a 
fact that if capitalists really believed the 
‘Soviet experiment’ a_ failure, they 
should not so hate the land of Soviets. 
3ut the ‘experiment’ is decidedly suc- 
cessful, hence the preparations for an 
attack on the Soviet Union. 

“[ appeal to the proletariat of all 
lands (including in the term ‘proletariat’ 
all honestly thinking men who labor in- 
tellectually) in the hope that the work- 
ers understand that every capitalist war 
is a war against the working class, 
against all toilers, against culture; and 
having understood this, to use every 
effort, every ounce of strength for the 
organization of the last and decisive 
battle against the enemies of the work- 
ing class.” 





Many of the readers of Soviet Russia To- 
DAY receive letters from friends and relatives 
who are working in the Soviet Union. We 
would like to print excerpts from such letters. 
Kindly send them in. 


American engineers, Pay, Baldwin and Mackay at Kuznetsk, which with Magnitogorsk, form 
the most remarkable metallurgical combine in the world. 


















































BEZPRIZORNIE—IN 
UNITED 


RUSSIA AND THE 
STATES 


By THELMA NURENBERG 
Author of ‘“‘This New Red Freedom”’ 


NE day in Moscow I came across a 

small group of women tourists who 
were “doing” the Soviet capital. One 
of them, a very stout woman, heavily 
rouged, bejeweled and_ overdressed, 
suddenly stood still, her mouth agape, 
her eyes staring ahead of her. 

“Good grief,” she cried, “look what’s 
happening !” 

The women looked across the street. 
They saw a militiaman steering two 
voung ragamuffins in the direction of a 
large yellow house on Petrovka Street, 
bearing the sign in Russian, “Children’s 
Home.” 

“Goodness, what rags and filth!’ ex- 
claimed one. 


“Well—I declare—this is Russia for 
vou. Arresting such poor young 
things. Not a scrap on their backs. 
It’s downright criminal,’ declared the 
first, vehemently. One of the ladies 
declared it was positively revolting. She 
had heard about such atrocities, but she 
couldn’t believe it until she had seen it 
with her own eyes. Now she was ready 
to believe almost anything they said of 
the Bolsheviks. 


At my table sat several women, also 
tourists. We were discussing a “Chil- 
dren’s Home” which I had visited sev- 
eral times—and which I was planning 
to visit the following day. They pre- 
vailed upon me to include them in my 
party. So next morning we went to 
Rostokino, on the outskirts of Moscow, 
to a Home for girls. 


The majority of the 150 girls in this 
Home were orphans. Some were taken 
from mothers who were prostitutes, 
others whose parents were inveterate 
drunkards. The homeless girl who is 
brought to Rostokino is placed in a 
room apart from the other chil- 
dren. Here she undergoes a physical 
and mental examination, and her history 
is recorded. If she is found to be in 
normal health, she is permitted to join 
the other children. She remains here 
for several months, and is then sent to 
a “Commune.” 


The director, a woman in her early 
thirties, accompanied us. Also, about 
thirty of. the children. They swarmed 
around us, and as Soviet children are 
much like other children the world over, 
we found ourselves answering an almost 
inexhaustive stream of questions. 

Several large rooms were given over 
to the dormitories. Folding beds stood 


in rows, towel and nightgown hanging 
neatly at the foot of each bed. The 
upper floor was given over to classrooms 
and workshops. The walls of teach 
classroom were decorated with the ever- 
present wall newspaper, edited and 
printed in neat, legible handwriting. 
The girls occupied their time after 
school hours making dolls, knitting 
sweaters or stockings, or doing em- 
broidery, all of which were sold at the 
Home bazaar. The few rubles which 
this work realized were turned into the 
Home treasury. 

In the wide yard surrounding the 
two-story stucco house were little patch- 
es of green in which the children were 
raising tomatoes, beans, carrots. One 
little girl told me she had planted an 
orange tree several days ago, and was 
very sad because it would not grow. 

The bezprizornie are the homeless 
children of Russia. They are not the 
result of the Revolution. Tsarist Russia 
was known to have countless homeless 
children roaming the streets during the 
war. During the civil war and the en- 
suing famine, nearly a million children 
wandered over the country. By 1925, 
300,000 of these homeless waifs were 
placed in homes and “Communes,” also 
in private homes to which the govern- 
ment paid monthly sums. The little 
waifs were taken from the streets and 
fed, housed and educated. 


“Children’s Communes” are little re- 
publics where the bezprizornie live in a 
state of complete independence. It is 
their own little world, complete with a 
factory, a schoolhouse, a communal res- 
taurant, recreation center, theatre and 
living quarters. The only adults in these 
communes are the teachers, who treat 
the children as little citizens are treated 
in other schools—as independent, self- 
respecting, society - respecting —indi- 
viduals. 

Early in life, Russian school children 
are taught “honor” and “self reliance.” 
These principles are inculcated in these 
communes. All the work in these com- 
munes is done by the children. They 
elect a “Soviet” and the officers confer 
with representatives of the Education 
Department, Division for Homeless 
Children, several times a year, as to the 
Commune program. 

Bezprizornie offer a grave problem, 
and the Soviet Government is making a 
serious, intelligent effort to cope with it. 
Fifty million rubles were spent in 





housing, feeding and educating these 
children in 1930. The houses I visited 
where these waifs lived, while they were 
sparsely furnished, were clean. Cer- 
tainly the children were well fed and 
seemed happy, independent youngsters. 
While it is only natural that a certain 
number of them should run off, prefer- 
ring the exciting freedom of the streets, 
on the whole, children accustom them- 
selves to living in society when they are 
well treated. Most of those who run 
away are “arrested” and sent back—as 
the tourists witnessed. The directors 
and teachers I interviewed impressed 
me as being well chosen for their work. 
They execute their very difficult duties 
with a sympathetic intelligence that is 
nothing short of the sublime. They 
realize that there are hundreds of thou- 
sands of little wayward humans in their 
hands whose earlier backgrounds must 
be effaced before they are ready to take 
their place in safety. 

Now we are faced with a similar 
problem in the United States. Accord- 
ing to the report of the Children’s Bu- 
reau of the U. S. Department of Labor, 
over half a million youngsters under 21, 
boys and girls, are roaming the streets 
of cities and on country roads, feeding 
and sleeping as best they can, in jail 
basements, in the woods, in shanties 
and deserted buildings. According to 
the World-Telegram, “the phenomenon 
resembles that which occurred in Rus- 
sia following .the downfall of the Tsars 
and provides one of the most serious 
social problems in years.” It is one of 
the evils of the crisis. 

What are our Federal and State gov- 
ernments doing about it? Most of the 
capitalist newspapers hide these facts, 
and politicians make no mention of 
them in their campaign speeches. Will 
it take a revolution to change conditions, 
and provide food and shelter for these 
homeless children, to give them educa- 
tion, and an opportunity to become use- 
ful citizens? I wonder. 





Hoover and Hughes Guessed 
Wrong 


“Under their economic system, no 
matter how much they moderate it in 
name, there can be no real return to 
production in Russia, and therefore 
Russia will have no considerable com- 
modities to export, and consequently, 
no great ability to obtain imports.” 

—Hoover. 


“ce 


. at present, Russia represents a 
gigantic economic vacuum and no evi- 
dence exists that the unfortunate situ- 
ation is likely to be alleviated so long 
as the present political and economic 
system continues.”—-HUGHES. 
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The November SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY will be an outstand- 
ing issue. We are planning to have 32 pages and to print at 
least 40,000 copies. This issue will be an outstanding accom- 
plishment, if we can get the enthusiastic support of all readers 
and F.S.U. members. 


Literature agents must pay up all bills and debts promptly 
and send in orders before October 15th. Failure to do so will 
disorganize preparations and delay publication; in fact, endanger 
the life of the magazine. We were obliged, for this reason, to 
reduce the size of the October issue to 16 pages, thus being 
compelled to leave out several articles which were announced. 
These articles will appear in the November issue, provided our 
appeal meets with an immediate, whole-hearted response. 


Does the slogan Defend the Soviet Union really mean any- 
thing to you? 


Is your friendship for the first Workers’ Republic mere lip- 
service? 


We call for deeds, not merely words. We call upon our 
friends to demonstrate their friendship by helping us to keep 
our magazine alive, so essential in the struggle against imperial- 
ist war, for recognition, in defense of the Soviet Union. 


We ask you to make sacrifices for SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY. 
Give generously to our Sustaining Fund. Get subs. Help us 
get the magazine on newsstands. Build a real mass circulation 
so that we can reach those who do not know the truth about 
the U.S.S.R. Put SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY into the hands of 
those who believe the slanders of anti-Soviet propagandists, the 
lies of the White Guard Russian emigrés. The immediate task 
is to get greetings for the November issue. Do your share! 





Pedros, formerly a homeless boy who has achieved distinction by 
inventing a device which has been applied at the Riazan machine 
shops, where he is an apprentice. 






Kolka, a Bezprizorni who became an actor in ‘“‘The Road to Life’’ a 
talking picture which told the gripping story of how these wild orphans 
of the streets were shown the road to a happy and useful life as Soviet 


citizens. Amkino Photo. 








Smithies of War. From Pravda. 

There is one branch of industry which is not affected by the crisis. This 
is the war industry, which is growing in spite of the crisis. Capitalist gov- 
ernments are continuously increasing their armaments. What for? Surely 
not for peaceful conferences but for war. 

Tremendous quantities of munitions, chemical products, machine guns 
and cannon, airplanes and tanks are being dispatched to the Far East, Poland, 
Rumania, Finland, Yugoslavia. 

The failure of the Geneva Conference is another proof that the imperial- 
ists are not thinking of disarmament; on the contrary they are making prep- 
arations for new wars as a means of ending the crisis, wars for a new par- 
tition of the world. The table herewith is a brilliant illustration of how the 
neighbors of the U.S.S.R. are disarming. Not only do they import munitions 
and war materials from Germany, France, England and the U. S., but they 
are also increasing tremendously their own war industries. 


Approximate value of war 








No. of workmen materials produced 
No. of war plants (in thousands) (in millions of dollars) 
Countries 1923 1931 1923 1931 1923 1931 
Poland 5 37 3.5 45.0 2.0 35.0 
Rumania 4 18 2.0 12.0 1.0 8.0 
Finland 3 15 1.0 6.0 0.5 4.5 
Latvia & Esthonia 2 . 0.3 Be 0.2 1.5 
Czecho-Slovakia 15 65 20.0 70.0 20.0 100.0 
Yugoslavia 3 16 1.5 10.0 2.0 ta 
32 156 28.3 145.5 25.7 156.5 

















HEROES OF LABOR 


The Shock Brigaders whose leadership among Soviet workers has made 
possible the completion of the Five Year Plan in four years. ““They have 
transformed labor from a disgraceful and painful burden as it was con- 
sidered before, into a matter of honor, of glory and of heroism.” (Stalin) 


. lies all +99 rosisk. Above—At a metallurgi- 
Shock Brigader Efimov—‘Proletari” cement plant, Novorosis salient ot Geomeaicte 
the Urals, the second 
largest in the Soviet 
Union. 
Right — Blast furnace 
under construction at 
Magnitogorsk. 


Comrade Neshtobenko, 
coal miner, North Caucasus 





A Below: Building 
Comrade Radionova in a Leningrad type-writer factory—the Sng, : - a 
first woman to become an expert mechanic in this factory. ‘ . : 


a 


i 
ME_A SHOCK BRIGADER FOR SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY. SEE PAGE 15. 











Workers. In Soviet schoor 
children are being trained to 
be Shock Brigaders—leaders 
in Socialist competition. 
Children take an active part 
in many campaigns — the 
eradication of illiteracy, 
health, sanitation, etc. 


Uzbek Shock Brigader, formerly a 
camel driver. 


**Udarnik”’ 
statue 


‘ by Adolf Wolf. 


| 
| 
| 


bmrade Gogotova, 
onbas miner. 


Me oe ee Ee Be ee: aes 
dle te BARE ERE, 


ya eee SHE BEY 


Young Communist shock workers on the State farm Shock Brigade at the Nihzni 
“‘Mokhobino” on their way to the fields. Novgorod automobile plant. 


Left: Brigade leader 

at work in the weld- 

ing department of 

the Kharkov tractor 
plant. 


Right: The stokers’ 
brigade at the Kerch 
State Metal Factory. 
Comrades Mostov, 
Fomenko, Konokov, 
and Merkulov. 








“FAKE SHOCK BRIGADERS 





In Park of Culture and Rest, Moscow. 








Real Shock Brigaders are highly honored 
and rewarded in the Soviet Union. There 
is a Shock Brigaders’ Avenue in the Mos- 
cow Park of Culture and Rest—statues 
of the heroes of labor—Udarniks. There 
is also a gallery of sham Shock Brigaders, 
where caricatures of those who failed to 
keep their pledge to do their utmost to 
encourage Socialist competition, who 
have hindered the fulfillment of the 
Five-Year Plan in four, are exposed to the 
ridicule of their fellow workers. 
photos show two such fake Shock Brig- 
aders, who volunteered to be leaders and 
proved to be lazy and undisciplined. 


These 





WORKERS’ CORRESPONDENCE 


A LETTER FROM THE JAPANESE WOMEN 
STREET-CAR CONDUCTORS TO THE 
WORKING WOMEN OF THE U.S.S.R. 


In 1917, during the terrific white terror, 
you fought desperately and you conquered. 
Now, laboring tnder many difficulties, you 
are again fighting, this time for socialist con- 
struction. You have won brilliant victories. 

The women of Japan are still held in iron 
chains by the capitalists. But we feel that 
we too shall conquer. We Japanese women 
workers wish you the best of luck and com- 
plete victory. For your victory is our victory. 

Japanese capitalism cannot extricate itself 
from the contradictions which it has created. 
Capitalism has considerably worsened the 
conditions of the workers and _ peasants. 
Women workers especially are being merci- 
lessly exploited for private profit. We are 
working in textile factories, in printing shops, 
on street cars and buses from 10 to 17 hours 
a day. For the same amount of work a man 
does we get one-third of a man’s wages. 
Moreover, these wages are steadily decreas- 
ing while the work is getting more and more 
difficult, 

The tyranny of the bosses is increasing 
daily. In addition to the number of men un- 
employed, half of the women workers are 
unemployed. To save them from starvation, 
young girls are sold by their parents, and 
often the women have to sell themselves to 
houses of prostitution or into factory slavery 
where they are subjected to even worse abuse 
on the part of the bosses. 

To make it easier to exploit us in the fac- 
tories, the bosses encourage the missionary 
societies to try to thrust their Christian teach- 
ing on us. In the evening schools established 
by the bosses in the barracks and dormitories 
‘the young women workers are taught to “re- 
spect the monarchy and its laws.” Thus the 
capitalists fill the leisure time of the women 
workers, distracting their attention from the 
class struggle. 

Women of the Soviet Union, you are the 
Vanguard! We shall follow you! Together 
with the men workers we must speedily over- 
throw this tyranny and_= seize power! 


Japanese capitalism is preparing an imperial- 
ist war. The occupation of Manchuria 
aroused profound indignation among us. It 
is obvious to the proletariat of the whole 
world that this crusade against Manchuria 
will be followed by another crusade, with the 
aid of the other powers, against the Soviet 
Union. Fascism in Japan is rampant and 
violence is the order of the day. This too 
arouses our deepest indignation. 

We women have joined the class struggle, 
which is bound to be victorious. Let us 
work together for socialist construction, for 
the overthrow of capitalism. 


Women Workers of the Tokio Street 
Car Lines. 


FROM THE KORAN TO THE 
TEACHINGS OF LENIN 


I recall how hard it was for us women of 
national minorities to live and study under 
the Tsarist regime. My father was a farm 
laborer all his life and I was sent to a school 
where the Mullah was teacher. We were 
taught to read the Koran and observe its 
rules. 

But better times were in store for us. In 
1923 I graduated from a Party school, and 
for the past nine years I have been teaching 
women of national minorities. At present I 
am working in the city of Rybinsk. There 
are many women here who have come from 
the Tartar republic. Their cultural level is 
very low, but they are educating themselves. 
The number of illiterates is being reduced 
rapidly—they are learning to read and write 
in their own language and in Russian. We 
also conduct classes in designing and dress- 
making. All the children of these women are 
getting nursery care. We have a “Red Cor- 
ner,” and have organized a women’s council. 

On August 3, International Women’s Day, 
four of our women joined the Communist 
Party. The working women of National 
Minorities have become convinced that only 
under Soviet rule and under the leadership 
of Lenin’s Party can the women toilers 
achieve their liberation. 

SopH1a AZIEVA, 


FROM TH. FELDMAN, 
C/O “GROZNEFT”’ TRUST, 
PLANTS DEPT., GROZNY, U.S.S.R. 


Referring to your article in the “Moscow 
News,” I shall be glad to exchange letters 
with any of your readers, about anything of 
interest to them. 

I am in Russia since 1910, after a seven 
years’ stay in the U. S. A.; I was working 
here for a number of American and British 
firms in the capacity of correspondent and 
travelling agent. 

I would like to get in return information 
about the situation in the States, including 
clippings from newspapers and magazines 
pertaining to the Soviet Union. Considering 
that there are so many slanderous articles 
printed in your press, it is desirable that your 
people should know the real state of things 
in the U.S.S.R. 


FROM GEORGE ELLISON, 
CLEVELAND, OHIO. 


Just received the September issue, and the 
least I can say is that Soviet Russia Topay 
gets better with every issue. 

Cleveland needs a wide circulation of your 
magazine to counteract the lies that are 
spread against the Soviet Union, and also 
against those who are trying to lull to sleep 
the workers by saying that talk about war 
against the Soviet Union is only the work of 
Communists. 

Cleveland is a center for war preparations, 
so that the capitalist interests have a special 
duty to keep from the workers the fact that 
they are preparing to wage war against the 
only Workers’ Republic. 

Here in Cleveland the National Acme 
Company is making bullets; The Union Cap 
Screw Company, caps for bombs; Grasselli 
Chemical Works, poison gas, and the Amer- 
ican Wire Company is manufacturing 
barbed wire. In the nearby city of Akron, 
both the Firestone and Goodyear Rubber 
Companies are producing gas masks. 

Is it any wonder that the terror against 
workers’ protests are increasing daily? Even 
unemployed demonstrations are broken up by 
fierce brutality on the part of the police, in 
any center where they are working on war 
supplies. 

The local Friends of the Soviet Union must 
wake up and expose these factories and 
shops that are working on orders for war 
supplies, and wage an intensive campaign to 
increase the circulation of Sovier Russia 
Topay so that the workers will come to 
realize and know what the Soviet Union 
stands for, and why: they must participate 
militantly in the campaign against imperialist 
war. 
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Condemned to Three Meals a Day 


(With apologies to Bejay) 


Y exposures of Sovietism have aroused 

the fury of the Communist movement. 
I receive anonymous threats inevery mail. My 
very existence is threatened. Letters arrive 
asking the price of my silence. I ignore 
them. As my old father used to say, “Never 
sell out on a rising market.” I shall not be 
deterred by threats. I must bring my mes- 
sage to my public. Ambition spurs me on. 
I will go the yellow press one better or break 
my neck. 

I am resolved to unveil the sufferings of 
the Russian people. Many of the accounts in 
the papers are incredible. A press release 
from England brings us the “ridiculous” state- 
ment of Lord Marley that there is no unem- 
ployment in Russia, which statement was of 
course scoffed at by his fellow Lord—Lord 
Snowden, who exclaimed, “Neither is there 
in Dartmoor prison.” 

The horror of this can only be appreciated 





in a country like the United States, where 
everything is done to prevent the workers 
from getting into the factories. This com- 
plete reversal of the customs of Christian 
countries proves the determination of the So- 
viets to overthrow civilization. 

The Mirror —the News—the Times —all 
contribute their quota as the terrible indict- 
ment continues : 

“It is almost impossible today to secure the 
services of a domestic servant. . . . Women 
who two or three years ago were glad to 
accept any form of domestic service have all 
gone into the factories.” 

Holy Maggie! Can these things be? I 
need say no more. But I damn well will. 
Let these “molders of public opinion” go on 
tearing the mask from Bolshevism: 

“There is no doubt that they receive more 
substantial remuneration there . . . greater 
measures of independence . . . liberties and 
privileges of Communist citizens.” 


This frightful picture of workers being 
forced to accept higher wages and more inde- 
pendence was hard to believe. I resolved to 
verify it. 

A God-fearing stoker told me: “it is a 
common sight to see a young woman running 
screaming from an evil-looking trade union 
official who is trying to make her accept 
higher wages.” 

American workers -sitting in comfortable 
homes, never dreaming of the possibility of 
having a job offered them, cannot imagine the 
horrors perpetrated under the Soviet scheme 
for abolishing unemployment. Referring to 
the statement of Lord Snowden that every 
worker is sure of his next meal, a ship’s 
plumber says: “This is only too true. These 
meals are compulsory, like everything else in 
this enslaved country. Three times a day, 
men, women, ay, even tender children are 
driven into dining rooms, without being asked 
whether they want food or not.” 

These sufferings paralyze the mind. I can't 
think of anything worse. When I do I shall 
send it to the Forward and the New Leader. 
The repression of the Soviet people is beyond 
the imagination of all save the capitalist press. 





A new power station is being con- 
structed at Yakutsk in Northeastern 
Siberia. The building of a big station 
in this part of the Soviet Union where 
the ground is frozen all year round is 
a new and complicated undertaking. 


Under the Second Five-Year Plan 
there will be 1,500,000 students in the 
higher educational institutions, 3,000,000 
in technical institutes, and 5,000,000 in 
the factory schools. Illiteracy will be 
completely conquered by 1934. 





5 CARTOONS FROM PRAVDA 


1. Gorgulov, White Guard assassin of President Doumer of France, has 
been guillotined but his accomplices still hide under the cloak of 


French imperialism. 


Gorgulov’s trial disclosed that his aim was to 


precipitate war on the Soviet Union and that he had accomplices among 


the imperialists and White Guards. 


They are still at liberty, free to 


continue their anti-Soviet conspiracies. 


. Japan writes to Brittania: “Our right to life is being threatened.” 
tania is sympathetic, for while Japan grabs one part of Asia, she grabs 
another. 


3. Disarmament. 


5. “Prosperity is just around the corner.” 
“Witch doctors of economic weather.” 
‘Who will beat whom?” 














Brit- 


4. “Give us, Oh Lord, a little war.”’ 


(Hoover) 
(Marx) 
(Lenin) 











F. S. U. Progress in California 


Lessons from Los Angeles 


By B. ROSENFELD 
Secretary So. Cal. District F.S.U. 


HE F.S.U. in Southern California has 

been in existence since July, 1930. By the 
middle of 1931 we had three strong branches, 
with an average membership of 100. But it 
seemed that our activities were not to the 
liking of the “Red Squad” here, and they 
launched one attack after another upon our 
organization. They raided different branches 
four times, and by the end of 1931 they had 
almost succeeded in breaking up our young 
organization. 


In August of that year there was an elec- 
tion to the Board of Education. The C. P. 
of Los Angeles had a candidate, and that 
candidate polled 1,100 votes. The American 
Legion called the attention of the authorities: 
“The Communists succeeded in polling such 
a-vote by means of the respectable front they 
put forth on various occasions. This time 
their respectable front is the F.S.U....” 


Out of 300 members only 50 remained and 
we could not even call a meeting of those 50. 
The Executive, in an effort to solve the 
problem, decided to reorganize the F.S.U. on 
the basis of neighborhood groups. Some of 
the members opposed this plan vigorously. 
They maintained that our organization would 
tend to become an underground organization, 
and therefore illegal. 


These comrades obstructed the plan of re- 
organization for quite awhile, but by the end 
of 1931 or the beginning of 1932 we had suc- 
ceeded in establishing three neighborhood 
groups out of our three branches. 

After some eight months of this experi- 
ment, we have at present in this city 16 
neighborhood groups, and 7 branches out of 
town. Only this week we succeeded in estab- 
lishing a Youth Group with 17 members. 
During the period of reorganization we suc- 
ceeded in winning over a majority of our old 
members. Our membership at present is over 
60 per cent native American. About 75 per 
cent of the remainder are naturalized citi- 
zens. Over 50 per cent are workers. 

Our groups meet regularly twice a month. 
The date is decided upon by the members. 
Every meeting includes an educational pro- 
gram. The usual organizational business is 


transacted until 9 or 9:15 P.M., and from 





then until 10, or sometimes 11 P.M. the edu- 
cational program is conducted. 

Our educational work is given careful con- 
sideration. There is no other organization in 
the city which carries on such intensive edu- 
cational activities. The result is that while 
we have 550 members in good standing, the 
meetings, taken as a whole, are attended by 
over 1,000. 


Many groups serve tea after the meetings. 
This is a source of revenue for current ex- 
penses to that particular group, and it has a 
social value. 

Once in two months each group holds a 
social event. While these socials are ar- 
ranged for the purpose of bringing the 
members closer to each other, by the serving 
of refreshments, singing, dancing, etc., there 
has as yet been no social held without an 
educational talk of at least 15 to 20 minutes, 
either on current events or some other inter- 
esting topic. The income from these socials 
is applied to the Sustaining Fund maintained 
by the District. 

Formerly in a branch of 100 or more mem- 
bers, if we had ten or fifteen active members 
we considered that good. Now in a group 
of 25 to 40 we have the same number of ac- 
tive members. Thus we have succeeded in 
activizing our membership. One concrete 
example of the results of this activization is 
the increased sale of Sovier Russia Topay. 
At a Branch Meeting of 100, if 15 of them 
took 3 or 5 copies each of the magazine we 
considered that good. Now out of 40 or 50 
members 20 take 3 copies each, and the rest 
take one or two, or sometimes as many as 5 
to sell. The result is that while four months 
ago we seriously discussed the question of 
reducing our order for Sovier Russia To- 
pay from 750 copies to 500 copies, we now 
order 2,000 copies and are well on the way 
toward fulfilling our quota of 3,000 in bundle 
orders by January, 1933. 

Feeling confidence in our membership our 
first convention held in August, 1932, in San 
Diego, decided: 

1. To double our membership by January, 
1933. 

2. To attain our goal of selling 3,000 copies 
of SRT. 

3. To obtain 250 subscriptions. 

4. To sell and distribute 10,000 copies of 
the pamphlet “What the F.S.U. Stands For.” 

5. To sell and distribute 10,000 copies of 
different pamphlets. 

6. To establish several Youth Groups and 
to pay more attention to the Latin-American 





From ROMAIN ROLLAND 


“Greetings to your new branch of 
the Friends of the Soviet Union. | 
willingly authorize you to use my name 
for this branch.” 

Harold K. Berger, member of the 
N. Y. District Bureau of the F.S.U. 
and organizer of the Romain Rolland 
branch, received the above letter from 
the famous French writer. 

The Romain Rolland branch, 2700 
Bronx Park East, New York, recently 
organized, is an active Youth group 
with a membership of forty. 

















Second Class Mail Rights Won! 


After a six months’ fight, 
Soviet Russia Topay has_ been 
granted entry as second class mail 
matter by the Post Office Depart- 
ment. This is an important vic- 
tory for the magazine, made pos- 
sible by the support of our read- 
ers who wrote to the Post Office 
protesting against discrimination 
against us; and of workers’ or- 
ganizations which demanded that 
our rights be granted. We extend 
our thanks to all who helped us 
win this victory, and urge contin- 
ued support in our campaign to 
build a mass circulation. 











workers. (Since the convention we have 
established another Youth Group, with 12 
members. ) 

7. To establish 2 classes, one for function- 
aries and one for speakers. 

8. To send 10,000 signatures along with 
the November delegate. This is our reply to 
the Red Squad. 


What Are Our Shortcomings? 


There was a tendency in some groups, at 
first, to concentrate attention on the educa- 
tional lectures, thus showing the danger of 
the F.S.U. becoming merely an Open Forum. 

There is a tendency among some of our 
members to scatter their activities, thus ne- 
glecting the consolidation of our organization 
and in this way losing many of our new 
members. Some of the departments overlap. 
Some functionaries do not pay the proper 
attention to their departments, as for example 
the financial department. 

Nevertheless our Southern California Dis- 
trict has made a real beginning toward be- 
coming a mass organization. We are well on 
the way towards that goal, and—we have 
only begun. ee 

The executive board of the Detroit Dis- 
trict of the Friends of the Soviet Union has 
voted unanimously to expel C. H. Ellis, 2333 
Faber St., Hamtramck, Mich., and Peter F. 
Johnson of Detroit. 

These former members of the F.S.U. have 
been expelled for misappropriation of money 
belonging to the organization. 

This should be a warning to others that 
irresponsibility in the handling of funds, mis- 
use or theft of money belonging to the F.S.U. 
or from the sale of the magazine, Soviet 
Russia Topay, will after due warning be 
considered as causes for expulsion and brand- 
ing of such individuals as enemies and not 
friends of the Soviet Union. 





Detroit has pledged itself to pay the old 
debt of $300 within six months at the rate of 
$50 per month, plus costs for current issues 
of the magazine. We urge other branches to 
do likewise. 

Every Detroit member has pledged himself 
to get at least one sub before November 7. 


Comrade Joe Chandler of Pittsburgh was 
broke. He had about fifty copies of U.S.S.R. 
IN CONSTRUCTION and went from one 
barber shop to another and to offices and sold 
every copy. Others can do likewise—order 
literature today. 
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give a program of songs at 


FAREWELL CONCERT 
EMMA REDELL 


DRAMATIC SOPRANO 


“A singer of the highest artistic merit.’-—Albert Coates. 
engaged for a tour of the Soviet Union. 


CARNEGIE HALL — NOVEMBER 29 


AUSPICES FRIENDS OF THE SOVIET UNION and SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY 





Make your reservations early. 
seats—$15 and $18. 


SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY 
Room 330, 80 East 11th Street 
New York City 


PROGRAM 

1. “Dich Teure Halle’’—Aria from Tannhauser.............. Serre 
2 ae a I asd o's dd la aS wee a ea one dee Schubert 
Pho ee ee ee ee 

Cae: I an eid d sire hae fue e em wads ade cua knwae wag aed eee Brahms 

CR am ora & 6.0 o.0 Wa dd od 6 He Renee medeasiniowedw as Brahms 

De Ca i a a IG 6 ooo ins i nc ss chin nacwetns Marx 
(b) Und Gestern hat er mir Rosen gebracht.................. ; . Marx 

CG he Re MII arc dc cca de cca cdwesadaevaaddvamuasaet .. .Strauss 

Cen Oa a take weed 4455 0s ta Rees aa dwn ca eat baa mate .... Strauss 

4. (a) ALMAST—Aria from opera ALMAST. First performance outside of Soviet 
OR ica dia oa ea ata Batdcaca A Ra dcr a Ok ee Kx oa oe io a wt Spendiarov 

Cle) ibe Bidet Peet CORO oon osc cc ee he ecsedeneaaus Klimoffsky 

(c) Lisa’a Aria from opera “Pique Dame”.................... Tschaikowsky 

(d) Ecstasy of Spring (Vesenniya Vodi) ......... .....Rachmaninoff 

Se Ca a i III ood oc ec ciicccceceewenes .Respighi 
CU i et II ho ai tt aa bot co eee we daendee wawwa wees Respighi 

CG) Ber atid weds se oo kad o xs cara gh ad we ales ar . ._Burleigh 

COE Pies eee CU WO INO 5 iis Rice dce mes bee u ne eacnewaucaeee Horseman 

G.. “KRUG Cee S0G0E- WHOEIEM 6 Sada es dened ws ceelwensvadowewacian Wagner 


Emma Redell has been 
Before sailing for Soviet Russia she will 


Tickets—50c, 75c, $1.00, $1.50, $2.00. Boxes, containing 8 
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Enclosed Gitid Sun sinc cccceecc. Wc was cca vaces reserved seats for th EMMA REDELL 
recital. Please mail tickets to: 
Os nce ae HES KOC CRte ecard eRe Wade Kan Sout ae te caeaee 

SS ee | TON es 3 Fo Zo ca had Keg eee eR eeesan based meee cade Lae ee eae ee 

RED SMOKE by Isaac Don Levine. tatorial whimsy to destinations which are not SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY, for one 
Robert M McBride & Company set in the charts and are invisible to the un- VO CIM RESON Scene vd aedeeaves eee 

AVEe A ri ’ : ‘ais - - 7 ~ 

N.Y i biased eye. Tue Soviet Worker, by Joseph Free- 
i ? “Stalin’s regime brought the Russian stand- [11 | ga gee ESS Cen E at Se CREM a Ors Bem e ie 1.50 
HE development of the Soviet Union ard of living below that of China and India.” TPOGE CE POM eck ccicnsas 2.00 

has alwavs been a thorn in the flesh “The ownership of the land was abolished, — 
of the ca sitali ts. This thorn becomes which meant a gain for the doctrine of social Recent Pamph ets: 

i , Ce AlIsts. S comes : ‘ Tear GSpeenw sruR-VPEaD ' : ; 
— : : ; revolution, but a loss for the 120,000,000 peas- THE Seconp Five-Year Pian, by V. 
more paintul in the period of the gigan- ats that made it.” _ Molotov ............ Seeeeeeeeee . 
tic strides of the Five-Year Plan along- “But the educational value of the Soviet TOWARDS A CLASSLEss Society, by A. 
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FIVE YEAR PLAN 
(Continued from page 2) 


scheduled production. For example, the 
Nizhni Auto Plant should turn out 60 
automobiles a day ; it is now turning out 
40; but a year ago it did not produce 
any, since it started operations only this 
year. Hence, even if the production is 
below the schedule, nevertheless, there 
is an actual gain of 40 automobiles 
every day. In the production of iron, 
the quota for this year is 9,000,000 tons, 
a planned increase over last year of 
4,100,000 tons. In the first six months 
of this year there was actually produced 
2,984,000 tons, which is less than the 
schedule, but, nevertheless, 27.6 per 
cent more than the production of the 
same period last year. Likewise in the 
mining of coal: the total output for 
the half year was 32,295,000 tons, only 
81 per cent of the schedule, but at the 
same time 26.7 per cent more than the 
output of the same period last year. 
On the other hand other branches of 
industry are far ahead of schedule, as 
machine construction by 24 per cent, 
electrical by 19 per cent; the output of 
tractors was 21,018, nearly four times 
as many as in 1931. 


In agriculture, to believe the reports 
of the capitalist press, the conditions 
are very bad; but the facts completely 
disprove these assertions. The harvest, 
due to early sowing, higher yield per 
acre, and greater energy displayed in 
collecting the crop, promises to exceed 
that of last year. The sown area of 
State and Collective farms increased this 
year by over 20 per cent—194,000,000 


acres against 160,000,000. The individ- 
ual peasants, representing about one- 
third of the total, planted less, which 
reduced the total sown area by about 
1 per cent; but the better harvest on the 
State and Collective farms promises to 
overcome the deficiency, and give the 
country a larger volume of agricultural 
products. 


Light industry (consumers’ goods), 
to which greater attention is being paid 
now, is making rapid progress. In 1930 
there were produced 76.8 million pairs 
of boots and shoes against 16.9 million 
pairs (both machine and handicraft) in 
1913; 306,000,000 tons of cotton yarn 
against 270,000,000; 182,000,000 tons 
of soap against 94,000,000 in 1913. The 
supply does not meet the demand. The 
standard of living of the population has 
risen enormously. For this reason, the 
Soviet Government passed this year a 
number of decrees facilitating trade be- 
tween village and city, encouraging handi- 
craft production, and reducing farm 
taxes. Already the rural markets show a 
larger turnover of farm products and 
manufactured goods and the early sum- 
mer difficulties of provisioning the cities 
and industrial centersare being overcome. 





Literature Agents! Every copy of 
SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY which you 
have sold must be paid for promptly, 
otherwise we can not send your 
bundle order for the November issue. 
Send in your bundle orders early 
and if possible pay for the November 
issue in advance. Remember our 
rule—only 30 days credit. Get 
greetings for the November issue. 








Vote for Friends of 
the Soviet Union! 


The National Committee of the 
Friends of the Soviet Union at its regu- 
lar monthly meeting, on August 10th, 
passed a resolution endorsing the Com- 
munist candidates in the coming elec- 
tion, as the candidates of the only politi- 
cal party that has consistently and mili- 
tantly proven its friendship for the 
Soviet Union, and the only party that 
fights on an international scale against 
imperialism and war. 

The F.S.U. is not a political party. 
It is a broad united front, in support 
and defense of the Soviet Union, and 
includes members of all shades of po- 
litical opinion, but no true friends of 
the Soviet Union will vote for the can- 
didates of parties whose record shows 
them to be enemies of the first workers’ 
republic. 





“As a matter of fact, the pro- 
duction plan is the embodiment of 
the living and practical activity of 
millions of people. The reality of 
our production plan consists in the 
millions of toilers who are en- 
gaged in creating a new life. The 
reality of our plan consists in live 
people, you and me, our will and 
our labor, our readiness to work 
in the new way, our determination 
to carry out the plan. Have we 
got that determination? We have. 
Well then, our production plan 
can be carried out, and will be 
carried out.” —STALIN. 














SCOTTSBORO 


Soviet workers and peas- 
ants in a demonstration 
of international proleta- 
rian solidarity are fighting 
with American workers 
to save the lives of the 
Scottsboro boys. Their 
case will be reviewed on 
October 10 by the United 
States Supreme Court. 
This photograph is taken 
from GEORGIA NIGGER, 
by John L. Spivak, a novel 
which vividly describes 
the attempt of a Negro to 
escape from peonage and 
the chain gang in Georgia. 
The only place where 
there is racial equality 
and freedom is the Soviet 
Union. 


Photo copyrighted by John L. 
Spivak, 
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Additional Contributors to the Sustaining Fund 


Charles Recht, New York............ $10.00 

Herbert Goldfrank, New York........ 5.00 : 2 ; 
De. Brandios, New Youk..........;... 5.00 Old Ivanov was Romanov’s closest rival in 
Dr. Barkan, New York............... 1,00 the struggle for the place of honor, as the 
Dr. Dubrowsky, New York........... 5.00 best roller in their shop. There was -— 
Mr. Benson New SC) | ee gee 5.00 stant and keen competition between the bri- 
Isaac Sherman New YORR...d<cc< ccc 5.00 gades led by these two. On September 1y, 
Cusine prowene aig aaa. 10.00 Ivanov’s brigade turned out 310 sheets. There 
Piaiine Kiangsten Wie York ee ar a 9.00 were only a few days left in the month and 
Lows Segal, New Wiehe see cialis: 10.00 Ivanov was determined to beat Romanov’s 
agg Ter pee in ie Vek 5.00 brigade. Romanov was worried. He watched 
A. T. Cutler, New York............. 2809 te clock. One of his best brigaders, Us- 


Witten, Vee Mow Veeck 5.00 manov, was ill, and his place had been taken 
Clee Wines Brooklyn Py eee re 5.00 by a young peasant who had no idea of how 
G Wicosie Brooklyn iF dah i Cg ge 1.00 to hold the tongs. Ivanov would beat them. 
S. Mestishavich Brooklyn een ete 5,00 They reorganized their ranks to reinforce the 
phy SESE SEO le aa 5.00 weak spot, but the new worker held them 
1.00 all back, dampening their enthusiasm. Time 
. was flying. They sent Osipov over to Ivan- 


George B. Leonard, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Mary Arthur, Phila., Pa 


a ee hg ea, pr ov’s mill to find out how his brigade was get- 
7 iy poe as ee 7 ting on. He came back and reported that 
pa E. Leibrook, Muscoutah, Ill... a Ivanov was ahead of them. 
zracc pny Pee a se ee ss nee , re ee “s ae ‘ Suddenly, in marched Usmanov. od | didn’t 
F. E. Norman, San Francisco, Calif... 9.00 want to get sick, but I couldn't help it. I 
Peter Fireman, Lambertville, N. J.... 20.00 got a chill; could not bend my back.” He 
L. J. Brodsky, Wash., D. C........... 8.00 watched for a few minutes the new young- 
Albert S. Walton, E. Orange, N. J.... 2.00 ster struggling with his tongs. Usmanov 
E. H. Hooker, Greenville, Maine....... 1.00 threw off his coat and hat. “Give me the 
Albert Rucick, Chicago, Ill............ 2.00 clogs and tongs,” he shouted. “Let's go!” 
Joseph A. Rosen, Croton-on-Hudson, A shout went up from the column of work- 
er eee a 10.00 Fs. “Overtake and surpass!” yelled Rom- 
W. V. Richberg, Chicago, Ill.......... 1.09 2nov. “The Five-Year Plan in Four!’ as 
Geemville Wicks. Troy N Yy 1.00 he began to pass over “doubles,” two sheets 


at a time. We worked like mad. “More, 


FE. W. Thermert, U. S. Vets. Hospital, more!” came the cry from the furnaces. 


Fr: ig N. : Pe a Ra date 1.00 Romanov hurried the piles along; Usmanov 

rank S teige, Royal Oak, Mich eee 1.00 picked them up without waiting to cool his 
Warren W. Batterson, Hastings, Neb.. 1.00 tongs. Speed! Fiery sparks swirled in the 
Felix Thornton, Gaberville, Calif...... 1.00 furnaces. When one man got tired, another 


Alice Stone Blackwell, Chilmark, Mass. 2.00 took his place while he did a lighter job for 


UDARNIKS OF STEEL 


(Continued from page 3) 


awhile. One for all and all for one. It 
seemed that time had stopped. We brought 
out the last sheet at nine minutes to twelve. 
“350 sheets!’’ Ivanov’s brigade had turned 
out 330 sheets. Romanov yelled, “Hurrah! 
Will our brigade be beaten by Ivanov’s? No!” 

At the end of the year, Monger made a 
speech. As he stood up, big and straight, a 
roar of applause rang through the hall. 

“T am very, very glad we have more than 
fulfilled our quota for the third decisive year 
of the Five-Year Plan,’ Monger began, in 
his halting Russian. “I am proud that our 
shop has kept the Red Banner of Honor.” 
More applause. Monger continued about 
plans for improving the quality of the work, 
cutting the cost of production still further, 
and dealing with the de.aands and grievances 
of the Workers’ Committee. “I can do noth- 
ing alone,” he said. “Let us work together.” 

Monger finished his speech by saying, “The 
fourth year of the Five-Year Plan begins to- 
morrow. Forward, comrades! Finish the 
Five-Year Plan in four. Prepare for the 
Second Five-Year Plan. Forward to victori- 
ous Socialist construction! Before the 
meeting adjourned, Romanov, the shock bri- 
gader, proposed that application should be 
made to the Soviet government recommend- 
ing that Monger be awarded the Order of the 
Red Flag of Labor. For five minutes the 
meeting was in an uproar, with shouting, 
cheering and applause. The resolution was 
passed. A few months later the Order of 
the Red Flag was awarded to the sheet-roll- 
ing shop as a whole and to the best shock 
brigaders individually -- Monger, Gladyshev 
and Romanov. 
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November 7. 


GREETINGS TO 


The November number of SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY 
will be a special issue celebrating the Fifteenth anni- 
versary of the October Revolution, the completion of the 
first Five Year Plan in four years, and the launching of 
the secord Five Year Plan. 


SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY has consistently brought to 
| the workers and farmers of the United States the truth 
about the Soviet Union; it has steadfastly fought for 
the recognition of the Soviet Union, against all the 
slanderous attacks of the anti-Soviet press, and against 


Fatherland. 


SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY 


imperialist preparations for war on the Workers’ 


SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY will continue the struggle 
for the defense of the victories achieved by the workers 
and peasants of the Soviet Union. 


We, the undersigned, greet the workers and peasants of 
the Soviet Union through SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY 
and pledge ourselves to build a mass circulation as a 
weapon in the defense of the Soviet Union. 


1932 


> e e + 





Name Address 





Organization Amount 











| Tear out, collect greetings from friends and organiza- 
tions, and return promptly to 

Room 330, 80 East 11th Street, N. Y. C. 
CONE OF vkisoxice rd stetncacdeweaannns ROWAN, sowenee 
PRONE Boo eaten eideu Mea wraeea tae Ne ak Meee 











Additional greeting lists will be sent upon request. 


Names of individuals contributing upward of 25c and of 
organizations contributing $1.00 or more, will be printed 
in the November issue. ‘ 
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14 THRILLING DAYS 
in the 
SOVIET UNION 


See the November 7th Celebration 
at the 


15th Anniversary of the 


RUSSIAN REVOLUTION 


$215.00 =» 


{ixciusive World Tourists itinerary includes 
Leningrad, Moscow, Ivanov Vosnesensk and a 
collective farm. 

Sailing October 20th on the 
S.S. BREMEN—BERENGARIA— 
STUTTGART 


Tour also includes modern third class Trans- 
Atlantic passage in comfortable cabins with 
running water, three meals per day en route and 
in the U.S.S.R. sleepers, sightseeing and Soviet 
visa valid for 30 days. 


ities 
Shorter tours as low as 


$185.00 


WORLD TOURISTS, INC. 


175 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, N. Y. 
Phone: ALg. 4-6656-7-8 


Soviet tours can also be purchased at the following 
World Tourist branches: 


Chicago—6 N. Clark St. Philadelphia—629 Chestnut 


; St. Room 406. 
Detroit—107 Clifford St. Glevelend — 006 Ensle 
Boston—-14 Harrison Ave. Bldg. 


Washington, D. C.—409 Columbian Bldg. 











ROYAL CAFETERIA 
Bet. 12th and 13th St. New York City 


Good Food — Reasonable Prices — Prompt Service 














TORGSIN All-Union 


Company For Trade with For- 
eigners ... MOSCOW, U.S. S. R. 


ANNOUNCES THAT 


Money remitted by mail, cable or radio, by residents of the 
U. S. A. and Canada, to beneficiaries residing in U. S. S. R. 
(Soviet Russia), will be placed to the credit of the named bene- 
ficiary at any one of the Torgsin stores located in more than 
150 cities. 


The beneficiary in the U. S. S. R. may select at the Torgsin 
stores any articles of food, clothing or other commodities to the 
limit of his credit with Torgsin. 

_ In the event that the beneficiary resides in a town, where there 
is no branch of the Torgsin, desired commodities will be mailed 
to him from the nearest shipping base of Torgsin. 


* The following companies are authorized by Torgsin to re- 
ceive money and/or issue merchandise orders for trans- 
mission through Torgsin to persons residing in the U.S.S.R.: 


Amalgamated Bank of Postal Telegraph-Cable 


New York Company 
Am-Derutra T 2 
— ee Se Public National Bank & 


: T 
American Express Company rust Company 


Manufacturers Trust Com- — Corporation of 
Office of the General Representa- 
tive of TORGSIN in the U.S.A. 


261 Fifth Avenue, New York City, N.Y. 





Phone TOmpkins Sq. 6-9554 
JOHN’S RESTAURANT 
SPECIALTY: ITALIAN DISHES 


A place with atmosphere where all radicals meet 
302 East 12th Street New York 








LEARN RUSSIAN 


NEWEST 
Russian-English Grammar and Self-Educator with revised alphabet 


and rules, by L. Siegel, price $1.50—also Latest Russian and English 
and English and Russian Dictionaries. Published in U. S. S. R. 


NOVY MIR BOOK STORE 
35 EAST 12TH STREET NEW YORK CITY 








SHOW Soviet MOVIES 


In Your Organization 
BETTER CULTURAL PROGRAMS 
INCREASED INCOME 
SILENT AND SOUND FILMS 
Advertising Materials, Score Sheets, ete. 
Within 100 Miles We Can Supply Equipment, 
Operators 
For Prices and Dates Write 


GARRISON FILM DISTRIBUTORS, Inc. 


Successors to Foreign Film Exch., Inc. 


729 7th AVENUE NEW YORK CITY 




















